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Toyota Refuses To
Thank Black Consumers
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School Board
Reports On
Black Students
Improvement

Black Consumers Spend $2.2 Billion With Toyota,
yet TOYOTA REFUSES TO THANK BLACK CONSUMERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT
Black Publishers and National Leaders
Unite Behind NNPA Chairman Bakewell To Hold Toyota Accountable

BY JASMYNE A. CANNICK
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

Superintendent Dr. Julie Janssen

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - On
Tuesday, June 7 at the St.
Petersburg College Allstate
Center a group of citizens
concerned about the educational experience of students
enrolled in the Pinellas County
School district listened to
reports of improvement offered
by administrators, lawyers and
others, at the annual meeting of
Concerned Organization for
Quality Education for Black
Students (COQEBS).
This was COQEBS last
meeting for this school term and
members wanted the
community to be aware of the
achievements made during this
past year according to Watson
Haynes, co-chair of COQEBS.
“This meeting provides us
as a community organization
the opportunity to look at the

accomplishments as they relate
to education,” Haynes said.
Several speakers provided
updates on improvements in
FCAT scores, progress on the
academic achievement gap
between black and white
students and strides in opening
more diverse learning opportunities for students. Among the
speakers were the Pinellas
County Schools Superintendent,
Dr. Julie Janssen, attorneys
Rick Escarraz and Roger Plata,
Dr. Goliath Davis and Peter
Betzer.
“There is a significant push
to make sure that each child
achieves success with their educational experience at our
schools,” Dr. Janssen said.
Janssen added that graduation rates have increased and
se ve ra l scho o l s i n t h e
community including Gibbs

COQEBS

continued on pg. 6

WAS HINGTON D. C . –
Toyota Motor Sales USA executives have angered National
Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) Chairman
Dan n y B ak ewel l S r. an d
America’s preeminent black
newspaper publishers after the
troubled carmaker backed out of
a multi-million dollar advertising
c a m p a i g n t a rg e t i n g b l a c k
consumers. In a letter to Mr.
Bakewell and the NNPA, Toyota
e x ecu t i v es s ai d t h at b l ack
consumers of Toyota products
receive their advertising message
from a number of media channels
which include mainstream media
(white media), thus implying that
advertising in the black newspapers was unnecessary.
This decision comes after
months of meetings between
To y o t a ex ecu t i v es an d t h e
NNPA, a network of 200 black
publishers which represents over
19.8 million weekly readers,
approximately half of America’s
black population.
“This is disappointing and
intolerable behavior from a
company who earned $2.2 billion
from black consumers last year
and who was all too eager to send
us their press releases asking us
to write stories and editorials to
influence blacks to remain loyal
in their time of trouble,” said
Chairman Bakewell. “But now

that Toyota’s pain has been eased
by a Federal Transportation
Department and NASA report,
once again the black consumer
and the black press have been
forgotten.”
Earlier this year, Toyota’s
president and CEO, Akio Toyoda
said, “Everyone at Toyota will
continuously maintain a sense of
gratitude to customers…”
Mr. Bakewell said, “Based
on Toyota’s actions, it appears
that Mr. Toyoda’s statement
applies to everyone but the black
consumer.”
The issue first surfaced with
Toyota’s unwillingness to run
“Thank you” ads in black newspapers. This was after Toyota
spent millions advertising in
white newspapers after last
year’s safety recall.
“Black people stood by
Toyota during their time of crisis
to the tune of $2.2 billion,” said
Mr. Bakewell. “Where is the
thank you to black consumers for
their support and loyalty to
Toyota? We just can’t stand by
and let Toyota disrespect our
people that way.”
NNPA publishers plan to run
full page ads in their newspapers
beginning next week in response
to what they feel is another
example of Toyota sending a
clear and direct message that
Toyota disrespects, undervalues
and takes the black consumer for
granted. The ads will ask Mr.
Toyoda to stop disrespecting and
exploiting black consumers —

Akio Toyoda

their customers.
“Toyota insulted us by
putting those thank you ads in
white newspapers and refusing to
address black consumers in black
newspapers,” said Walter Smith,
p u b l i s h e r o f t h e N e w Yo r k
Beacon.
“What Toyota is doing is reprehensible,” commented Robert
Bogle, publisher of the
Philadelphia Tribune. “If it’s so
easy for Toyota to dismiss the
black press, no wonder they have
no problem overlooking thanking
their black consumer base.”
Even though AfricanAmericans contributed $2.2
billion to Toyota’s annual sales,
this was the second time that
black newspapers and black
consumers were not included in

Toyota’s advertising campaign,
t h e f i r s t b e i n g To y o t a ’s
immediate response to its sticky
gas pedal defect which resulted
in full page newspaper ads in
white newspapers in 25 cities.
According to research from
leading automotive marketing
research firm R.L. Polk &
Company, black consumers
represent almost 10 percent of
Toyota’s American market share,
15 out of every 100 black
consumers purchase a Toyota.
Last week, Toyota’s VicePresident of Product
Communications, James Colon,
left a phone message for
Bakewell instructing him that he

TOYOTA

continued on pg. 9
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BY MURIEL HARRINGTON
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - An
outstanding humanitarian and
community benefactor was recognized when Edwin H. Van was
presented the President’s Award,
the NAACP’s highest honor, for
his many years of dedicated
service. Dr. Manuel Sykes, the
St. Petersburg NAACP
President, presented the award at
the local organization’s 78th
Annual Freedom Fund Banquet,
held June 4 at the Coliseum. Van
has been a member of the local
NAACP for more than 20 years.
A retired U.S. Air Force
v e t e r a n , Va n i s a n a t i v e
Floridian. Since his retirement,
he has continued to volunteer his
services within the community.
His membership in local organi-

zations and his beneficence to
various causes for veterans,
children, and seniors has been
noted for a number of years. He
is especially helpful in providing
transportation and running
errands for senior citizens. Van
also gives considerable volunteer
time to the NAACP office,
where he tends the front desk
and hands out advice and information as needed.
Since 2005, Edwin Van’s
assistance has been critical to
the success realized by a
number of the students enrolled
in the GED program and other
classes at the Midtown site of
Lakewood Community School,
located within the NAACP
building. Van’s encouragement
and advice have led many to
work harder to pass the state test
to receive a high school
diploma. These students readily

Edwin H. Van

acknowledge Van’s outstanding
dedication to the community as
they recount the number of
times that it was his voice they
heard when they were thinking

of giving up, and it was his help
they received when they
decided to continue to work
toward their goals. We applaud
you, Edwin H. Van!
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History In The Making
BY REV. AL
SHARPTON
TRICE EDNEY
WIRE
There are relatively few moments in our lives that
make history; a precise occasion that
is marked and reflected upon as
either a game changer or a period of
extreme significance.
The weekend of Aug. 27 and 28
will be one for the books as we not
only commemorate the 48th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s “I
Have a Dream Speech,” but also
when the world bears witness to the
unveiling of the national King
Memorial. As members of the civil
rights community and all those who
continue to push for equality across
the board convene in our nation's
capital to assess our progress and
march on for the battles that still lay
ahead, generations will look back on
this weekend and recount how we
paid homage to the people's true
champion in the most fitting of ways.
It is undeniably an unprecedented,
remarkable event that anyone who

carries on the teachings of Dr. King
simply cannot afford to miss.
We are living in perhaps one of
the most unpredictable and capricious times in our nation's history.
While people of color and the
traditionally marginalized make
enormous strides with access to
places never even imaginable
before, the working class and poor
are still under attack in extraordinary and systematic ways. When the
disenfranchised are further removed
from the mainstream, the class
divide between the haves and have
not's naturally increases. For those
who may be quick to forget the
legacy of Dr. King, let us remember
that he died while fighting for
worker's rights and the basic human
dignity of all.
Since last year's march in
Washington, regressive tactics have
sadly been on display across the
country. In the state of Wisconsin, we
first observed measures to dismantle
unions and collective bargaining
rights that sadly were soon emulated
in other places from coast to coast.
And unfortunately, the same conser-

vative Governor of Wisconsin, Scott
Walker, recently signed a measure
requiring voters to show a photo ID
at the polls, making it the 11th state to
implement such a policy. When
many poor, elderly and rural
residents do not even possess a
driver's license, such legislation
instantly deters certain sectors of the
populous from voting. And when
harsh immigration tactics and the
refusal of elected officials to pass the
DREAM Act impede on the ability
of people of color to have a voice in
society, we still have a tremendous
way to go.
As working Americans incessantly struggle to gain employment
and livable wages, we continue to
watch rampant foreclosures and fluctuating markets most heavily impact
those that are already suffering under
tumultuous financial times. National
Action Network, and our partners in
labor, education, civil rights and the
Church, call on every man, woman
and child who understands the
urgency of social justice on all levels
to join us in Washington, D.C. this
August. If you have ever faced
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oppression, been discriminated
against, lost your ability to provide
for your family, lost decent health
care, watched families torn apart
from mass incarceration rates, or
simply understand the nobility in
fighting for equality, be sure to gather
at the Lincoln Memorial as we carry
on the message of Dr. King.
Following NAN's rally and
march, we will all re-convene the
next day on Aug. 28 and bear
witness to the momentous
unveiling of the King Memorial.
Thanks to the unwavering fundraising efforts of the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity, the King Memorial will
not only pay homage to our nation's
greatest civil rights leader, but it
will also be the first time a nonpresident will be memorialized on
the banks of the Potomac. It will be
a weekend of reflection, organization, strategy, celebration and hope
fo r w h a t w e h a v e g a i n f u l l y
achieved, what unites us as human
beings and what challenges still
remain. All roads in August lead to
Washington — don't get left behind
in the dust of stagnation.

Debilitating Diversions
BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
TRICE EDNEY
WIRE
W h a t d o
Congressional representatives
Nancy Pelosi (D-Ca.), Debbie
Wasserman Shultz (D-Fla.), and
Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) have in
common? Each of them has taken
time to comment on the predicament of New York Congressman
Anthony Weiner, but none of them
has mentioned the fact that the
average unemployed person has
now (as of May) been out of work
for a whopping 40 weeks.
Somehow, our Democratic
leaders have allowed themselves
to get caught up in the minutiae of
the misadventures of their clearly
disturbed colleague, without referencing the economic disturbances
that too many Americans are living
through. Should they have said
nothing and risk the ire of
Republicans? Probably not. But
I’d have liked to hear
Congressional leaders say that Mr.
Weiner’s problems are simply not
t h e n a t i o n ’s m o s t p r e s s i n g
problems. As Congressman
Charles Rangel (D-NY)
mentioned, Weiner’s actions,
however reprehensible, are not law
breaking. But there ought to be a
law against fiddling while Rome
burns, running out economy to the

ground and doing absolutely
nothing about it.
President Obama is being
blamed for this economy, and he is
in the position of attempting to
fight a war without any weapons.
With stimulus, he could do more
job creation, but with a debt
ceiling looming (and no action
taken on that) there is no money
for job creation. Federal Reserve
Board Chairman Ben Bernanke
has little to offer – the federal
funds rate is so low that he can’t
da re lowe r i t ag ai n , an d t h e
Quantitative Easing (QE2)
program designed to pump $600
billion in the economy is coming
to a close with $50 billion of
Treasury Bills being purchased
this month. All President Obama
and Chairman Bernanke are left
with are the bully pulpit, the
microphone, and the power to urge
the private sector to get involved in
job creation. There are no more
policy tools to stimulate job
creation, yet this is our nation’s
most pressing problem. If
Democrats don’t watch out, the
whole lot of them will be turned
out from Congress a year or so
from now. Yet leaders have been
caught up in debilitating distractions
instead
of
essential
urgencies.
Dr. R on Dan i el s , o f t h e
institute of the Black World, has
referenced “non urgent emergen-

cies”. His comments quite clearly
capture the national condition. We
are in economic crisis, but
paralyzed by partisanship, unable
to deal with it. Instead, we are
caught up in the minutiae that
emerge from the 24-hour news
cycle and by our own prurient
curiosity about other people’s
business.
It is tempting to blame the
debilitating distractions on the
media, but the fact is that “the
media” is as capitalistically driven
as every other institution in our
nation. If we didn’t watch garbage,
they would not broadcast garbage.
If we collectively said that we are
not interested in those members of
Congress who behave badly personally, focusing more importantly
on those who behave badly professionally, the media would let it go.
Congressman Weiner ought to be
the fodder of the late night talks
that feature comedians like Jay
Leno and Conan O’Brien, not
serious conversations on programs
like Meet the Press.
I am far more disturbed about
the state of our economy than I am
about these men behaving badly.
After all, don’t we get at least one
every season? And don’t we spend
millions of dollars (see John
Edwards) attempting to indict
those with poor judgment, instead
of using those millions, perhaps, to
generate some jobs. What if we put
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all of the debilitating distractions
on “never mind?” What if we
failed to be titillated by grown
folks acting like adolescents, and
instead got agitated by the
economic challenges so many of
our fellow Americans face.
If you have a job, can you
imagine being unemployed for
forty weeks? Forty weeks is
almost ten months; about the same
amount of time it takes for
someone to gestate a baby. Most
people don’t have enough savings
to take them through forty weeks
of unemployment, so how do they
survive? Suppose these were the
stories that led the news, not this
Weiner thing. Come on, people!
C a n ’t w e g e t o u r p r i o r i t i e s
straight? If we made the economy
a populist issue, our Congress
would feel more motivated to deal
with it.
I am not suggesting any abdication of morality, but I am suggesting that there is a morality that
says we should feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, employ the
jobless, house the homeless. This
is the essential morality, the
Biblical morality that says we
should treat others the way we
would like to be treated. That
means we must look at those who
are economically disadvantaged
with more scrutiny than we choose
to look at those who are woefully
and publicly morally flawed.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban
League’s 33rd Annual Equal
Opportunity Gala Dinner
ST. PETERSBURG – The
Pinellas County Urban League
will host its 33rd Annual Equal
Opportunity Day Gala Dinner
on the waterfront at the
Re n a is s ance V inoy R e sort
Hotel, 501 5th Ave. NE in St.
Petersburg, Friday, June 17 at
6:30 p.m.
The Honorable Jennifer
Carroll will deliver the keynote
address for the event. Jennifer
Carroll is Florida’s 18th
Lieutenant Governor.She was
a state legislator for over seven
years, a small business owner,
former Executive Director of
Florida Department of Veterans’
Affairs and a Navy veteran. Lt.
Governor Carroll is an example

of the American Dream come
true. She was born in Port of
Spain, Trinidad West Indies,
emigrated to the United States
as a young child and served her
adopted nation honorably and
with distinction.
Lt. Governor Carroll shares
Gov. Rick Scott’s vision for the
state of Florida and his conservative values. She believes in
smaller government, lower
taxes, personal responsibility,
and personal freedom.
The Pinellas County Urban
League’s mission is to enrich,
enhance and serve the Tampa
Bay communities by assisting
African Americans and others to
increase their social inclusion,

an M.A. in Elementary
Education from the University
of South Florida and a B.A. in
Visual Arts and Spanish from
Eckerd College.
Coming to the U.S. from
Trinidad in 1996 to attend
Ec ke rd, B ay n e b eg an h er
teaching career at Academy
Prep as an AmeriCorps teacher

Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll

educational competitiveness
and economic prosperity
through advocacy, program
services and research.
For additional information
regarding the event call the
Pinellas County Urban League
at 727-327-3568.

after graduation. She has taught
a range of subjects over the
years, such as Science, Reading,
Spanish, and History. She also
served as the 5th grade girls’
teacher, dean of students, discip l i n ary ad v i s o r, g u i d an ce
counselor, cheerleading coach
and the Girl Scouts troop leader.
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NaKena Cromartie
Miss FAMU 2011-2012

Academy Prep Center Of
St. Petersburg Names Leanne
Bayne Head Of School
ST. PETERSBURG A c a d em y Pr ep Ce nter of
St. Petersburg is pleased to
announce that Leanne Bayne
has been named the new Head
of School. Bayne, who has been
serving as Acting Head of
School since April, has been
employed at Academy Prep
since 2000. Leanne Bayne holds

Community Spotlight
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A2007 graduate of Gibbs High
NaKena Cromartie is such a
School, Cromartie was in the upper
personable young lady that it is
3 percent of her class academically,
hard to believe that she is the
and she received a Bright Futures
quiet, somewhat shy student who
Scholarship. At FAMU, she began
attended John Hopkins Middle
working as a resident assistant in her
School just 10 years ago. The
dormitory by the second semester of
very quiet, young student has
her freshman year. It was an opporgrown into a confident young
tunity to mentor others while she
woman who is almost ready to
earned funds to help pay her
take her place in the adult
expenses. She found it to be enlightworkday world. According to
ening and fulfilling.
Cromartie, “The whole experiNaKena Cromartie
“If I had the opportunity to talk
ence is surreal. I never imagined
with students within the community,”
that I would be where I am today.
I never dreamed that I would be selected as Miss Cromartie related, “I would tell them to strive to be
Florida A. & M. University (FAMU). I have always the best they can be. They must find encouragement
been into academics, but sewing and reading were from within and not wait for others to give them a
my after school pastimes. Scholarship and service push. If a person cannot see the potential he/she
are still important in my life, but I will now add may not go anywhere. Others may see it, but they
recruiting to my daily schedule. Her reign as the may not help you to realize that potential. And
queen of the campus begins in August when she always remember that knowledge is power. If you
do not learn as much as you can, you are cheating
returns for the fall term.
“When I received my acceptance letter to yourself and allowing others to have your power.
college, I was very excited. But, the first day I spent Don’t become lackadaisical when it comes to your
on campus was unbelievable. I was elated! Of life. Work hard to reach your goals rather than
course there were a few days of home-sickness and waiting for others to hand things to you.” She also
anxiety at being away from my family, but it did not suggested that smart goals should be made and
last very long. I made new friends and began to reviewed often. SMARTgoals are specific, measstudy. In no time, I had adapted to campus life. I urable, attainable, realistic, and timely.
Cromartie earned a BS degree in accounting
was a student at FAMU!” Cromartie exclaimed.
Right away, she became involved in campus from the school of Business and Technology at
activities. The Bay Area Club, the Alpha Kappa Psi Florida A& M University, this past spring, but she is
business fraternity, and student government activi- already working on an MBAin information
ties kept her busy outside of the dormitory and the systems. This summer, she is completing a second
classroom. She also worked with precinct campus internship with Deloitte and Touché, a Tampa
elections and INROADS, an organization that helps accounting firm. She is the daughter of Michael and
Shirley Cromartie.
minorities to find suitable internships.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. White To Keynote Pinellas
County Urban League Sunday
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Pinellas County Urban League
Guild will host Urban League
Sunday at First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Ave. S. on
Sunday June 26, 4:00 p.m. Rev. Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson is Pastor. The
speaker for this event is Dr. Paula
White, Senior Pastor Without Walls
International Church, Tampa.
Dr. Paula White, the “midwife
to dreams” is a pastor, life coach,
motivational speaker, author, philanthropist, TV personality,
mother, preacher and teacher. Paula
White’s story reverberates with
men, women and children – from

business executives to the unemployed, from the rich and famous to
the impoverished.
Urban League Sunday is an
opportunity for the community to
participate in a worship service and
learn about the programs available
at the Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL). This program is
hosted by the Pinellas County
Urban League Guild -a volunteer
auxiliary of the Urban League.
Founded in 1976, the Pinellas
County Urban League is the
premier social service and civil
rights organization in Pinellas
County. It is one of the National

Urban League’s networks of
nonprofit, community-based affiliates located throughout the United
States. The PCUL has a proud and
impressive history of assisting
those in need in Pinellas County
and surrounding areas.
This event is free and open to
the public.
For additional information,
contact Melissa Newton, 2011
Urban League Sunday Chair at
727-804-5065 or Dr. Yvonne
Williams, Guild President at 727631-2385. Gregory Johnson is
President/CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League.

Miss Florida Contestants
To Shine On The Red Carpet
ST. PETERSBURG - For
the seventh year, the city of St.
Petersburg will host The Miss
Florida Pageant when 43 contestants arrive on July 3 to begin
a w e e k of com petition a nd
appearances that will conclude
with the crowning of Miss
Florida 2011 Saturday, July 9.
The contestants kick off the
week by attending a Tampa Bay
Rays baseball game with the St.
Louis Cardinals at Tropicana
Stadium on July 3. A visit to the
Dali Museum and other local
appearances highlight the week
of festivities.
“We are thrilled to return to
our host city and the beautiful
Mahaffey Theater for a great
week of pageantry. The city of

St. Petersburg has embraced our
organization and is the perfect
comple me nt t o o u r 2 0 11
pageant theme, “Stars of The
Red Carpet.” said Mary
Sullivan, Executive Director of
the Miss Florida Pageant.
“The first class venue
combined with the area’s many
attractions will delight the
families, directors, volunteers,
and supporters who will be in
town to support their favorite
contestants. One of these young
ladies will become Miss Florida
2011 and, quite possibly, Miss
America 2012.”
On Tuesday, July 5, contestants vying for Miss Florida’s
Outstanding Teen will arrive to
begin their quest to capture the

2011 Teen title and compete for
Miss America’s Outstanding
Teen in August, 2011.
The Miss Florida and Miss
Florida’s Outstanding Teen
Pageant competition will take
place at the Progress Energy
Center for the Arts Mahaffey
Theater.
T h e M i s s F l o r i d a ’s
Outstanding Teen Preliminary
will be held on July 6 at 7:00
p.m. The Outstanding Teen
Finals will be held on July 9 at
5 p.m. The Preliminary
Competition for the 2011 Miss
Florida Pageant will be held
Thursday and Friday evenings,
7 each night. The Finals and
crowning of Miss Florida is
Saturday, July 9 at 7:30 p.m.

Let’$ Talk Money by Roy James
Five Recession Strategies
For Your 401(k)
Tips for Successful Retirement Planning
Do you cringe every time you open your 401(k)
statement? If you’re feeling the temptation of pulling
your money, you’re not alone. But before you do so,
you need to think strategically.
Asuccessful 401(k) is a tactical plan for long term
investing. People are living longer, meaning that retirements are lasting longer — sometimes 20 or 30 years.
Smart people will invest in their 401(k) now for the
long term with the goal to have sufficient assets accumulated when retirement time comes.
If you have some type of 401(k) offering at work,
it’s a great opportunity to take charge of your financial
future. If your workplace offers any type of matching
program, be sure to take advantage. Especially in this
economy, don’t leave extra money on the table.
Here are some tips that can help achieve 401(k)
success.
1. Resist the urge to stop contributing to your
workplace-provided retirement plan. Yes times are
tough and money is tight. But an important driver of
human behavior is “inertia.” Once you’re in the plan,
you tend to stay in it, and once you leave it, it will be
tough to restart. Do yourself a favor and stay the course
and reap the benefits when the economy recovers.
2. Keep your focus on the long term. Retirement
plans are long-term financial vehicles, so keep your
eyes on the goals: investing as much as possible for
your future retirement and investing for the long-term.
Attempting to time the markets’ volatility may cause
you to miss out on upturns you can’t predict.
3. Don’t take a loan or a withdrawal. While many
workplace-sponsored retirement plans permit loans
and withdrawals, they are almost always a bad idea,
primarily because you are reducing your assets and
you may be jeopardizing your future financial health.
Additionally, you might be subject to additional taxes
and/or penalties. Withdrawals and distributions of
taxable amounts are subject to ordinary income tax
and, if made prior to age 59 1/2, may be subject to an
additional 10% federal income tax penalty. The best

plan is to look elsewhere for immediate sources of
emergency cash. You will thank yourself during your
retirement years.
4. Take a deep breath and don’t panic! Even
though the financial markets may be volatile right
now, you shouldn’t panic. Experts believe that the
markets will recover, over time, and if you panic and
sell what you’re invested in, you could well be selling
at the low point of the market. Retirement plans are no
place for hasty decisions — either buying or selling, so
try to stay calm.
5. Think about retirement income rather than a
retirement nest egg. Many people forget that the whole
point of a retirement funding strategy is to create a
stream of income to live on during retirement, when
you will no longer receive a paycheck from your
employer. So, take advantage of Web-based tools that
help you project how much retirement income your
projected savings and investments will generate. For
many people, it is much less than they imagine, which
could suggest two solutions: working longer or saving
more. Not completely enticing, of course, but
probably better than not having enough money to
survive during your retirement.
Staying the course and planning strategically may
be the best ways to help achieve 401(k) success. Take
a step back and look at the big picture.
This article is not intended to provide tax or legal
advice. You should seek such advice about your particular retirement accounts and needs from your legal
and tax advisors. 0192025-00001-00, Ed 12/28/2010,
Exp 6/3/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F. Roy A. James
is a Financial Professional with The Prudential
Insurance Company of America’s Sunshine State
agency located in Tampa, Fl. Roy James’s private
office is located in St. Petersburg, Fl. He can be
reached at roy.james@prudential.com and (727)3274137.

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FREE * HOME * ENERGY * REPAIRS
The Pinellas County Urban League is offering Weatherization
Services to qualifying low income homeowners residing in
Pinellas County. Weatherization Services Can Lower Your
Monthly Home Electric Bill by 20 to 30 percent.
Installed Measures
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sealing around doors and Windows
Attic Insulation (R30)
Solar Window Screens or Film
Smart Thermostats
CFL Lighting
Seal and Insulate Duct System
Energy Star Refrigerator
Repair or Install New HVAC System
Replace Water Heater

Complete Diagnostic Testing of Home

Income Cannot Exceed
Size of Family Unit
Max Income
1 . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,780.00
2 . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,420.00
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,060.00
4 . . . . . . . . . . . .$44,700.00
5 . . . . . . . . . . . .$52,340.00
6 . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,620.00
Each additional member add: $7,640
2011 Poverty Income Guidelines
increased by 200%

This Program is Funded by the Department of Energy – ARRA Stimulus 2010

- - - Applications Are Available - - Visit the Pinellas County Urban League at 333-31st
Street North, St. Petersburg or call (727) 321-5149 to
have an application sent to your address.
These Services Are Completely Free of Charge

Time is Running Out – Get Your Application

Today!!
Florida
Department of
Community
Affairs
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Vintage Clothing Store Connects
Owner To Family,Community
BY EMILY YOUNG
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU
“I’ve basically been playing
dress-up my whole life,” said
Sara Stonecipher, owner of
Misred Outfitters and president
of the 600 Block in downtown
St. Petersburg.
For Stonecipher, 28, owning
a vintage clothing store is more
than a business. It’s a way to
connect with her family, impact
her community and express her
love for fashion. She opened the
store on 615 Central Ave.in
February 2010. But she dreamed
of owning a vintage clothing
store for years.
When Stonecipher was 7,
her mother turned an old house
on Beach Drive into a consignment shop called Designer’s
Consigner. Her mother filled the
house with clothes, but saved a
small room under the stairs for
her three daughters. She stocked
it with blankets, toys, a TVand
plenty of clothes. Stonecipher
spent every Saturday at the store.
“From the time I could look
over the counter, I was helping
customers,” she said.
By the time she was 17,
Stonecipher was working as a
manager in the shop.
“You aspire to be like your
mom,” she said, adding that she
always knew she had a gift for
fashion. “I just didn’t know
where it was going to lead me.”
It led her to open Misred
Outfitters – the first buy, sell,
trade vintage clothing store in St.
Petersburg. Customers can
exchange their items for cash or
store credit. Stonecipher trained
six buyers across Florida to
purchase additional merchandise. She also looks for vintage
clothes and jewelry at auctions
and estate sales.
Misred Outfitters only sells
1960s and 1970s vintage
clothing.
“That’s what I like to wear,”
Stonecipher said.
Ayellow sundress dangles in
the window display. Inside the
shop, Stonecipher displays
vintage jewelry on top of her
childhood kitchen table where
she used to eat her favorite Eggo

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, June 16 - 76ers Marreese Speights Basketball
Fundamentals Camp. FREE! Times: Session 1 (ages 8-11)
8 a.m. - 11 a.m.; Session 2 (ages 12-18) 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Wildwood Rec. Center, 1000 28th St. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712. Registration at the door. Must have
parental/guardian consent. Free lunch and T-shirt.

A $129 Gucci purse adorns the display shelf above Misred Outfitters’
“favorite things” section, where store employees hang favorite items.

waffles for breakfast. Cherry
lace-up ankle boots perch on a
shelf above silver Franco Sarto
sandals.
“I only shop here,” said
Jacquelyn Cosentino-Georges, a
regular at the store. “My
daughter knows this is the only
place to get a gift card for me.”
Stonecipher and her three
employees hang their favorite
store items in a special section of
Misred
Outfitters.
In
Stonecipher’s section, a long
black gown keeps company with
Moschino floral pants and a
yellow jumper.
Stonecipher said she loves
“being able to have first pick of
everything.”
“I have a pretty amazing
closet,” she said.
On this day, Stonecipher’s
outfit is straight from her shop: a
black romper with silver studs
paired with Michael Kors heels.
Her nails are painted coral, the
same color her mother used to
wear when Stonecipher was a
child. She said she follows her
mother’s advice: “Never go out
of the house without lipstick and
nail polish.”
“You’re a walking advertisement,” Stonecipher said. “Who’s
going to take you seriously if you
can’t even dress yourself?”
A silver cross necklace
dangles from her neck. She

always wears it.
“I could have never opened
this
store
by
myself,”
Stonecipher said, calling the
store “a gift from God.”
Starting a business wasn’t
easy. Money was tight. She said
she and her husband, Nathan
Stonecipher, ate a lot of peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches.
He didn’t always understand
“why anybody would buy used
clothing,” Stonecipher said. “But
he had faith in me.”
Together, they began transforming an abandoned antique
store, formerly a café, into a
vintage clothing shop. Layers of
old linoleum covered the floor.
Discarded junk from the
previous owners cluttered the
rooms. Grease dripped down the
walls. Stonecipher said it was
“horrific.” But she had a vision
for the company – from the size
of the dressing rooms to the air
freshener.
Competition was fierce.
Vintage clothing shops refused
to give Stonecipher advice about
starting her business.
“If I ever have my own store,
I’m going to help everybody,”
Stonecipher determined.
Today, she is keeping that
promise.
“Through her mentoring,
[she’s] helped me go into fashion
merchandising,”
employee

Marybeth
Williams
said.
Williams plans to pursue a
degree in fashion merchandising
at Florida State University.
Stonecipher tries to give
advice to new owners of fashion
stores. She said she isn’t threatened by potential rivals because
every store is different.
As
a
third-generation
resident of St. Petersburg,
Stonecipher said she wants to
impact the “fashion community
in Tampa Bay.” She stays busy as
president of the 600 Block,
which she describes as Central
Avenue’s art, music and fashion
district.
Although Stonecipher said
she loves fashion, her motivation
for starting her company goes
deeper. She wants to raise her
children in the shop.
“The reason I opened
[Misred Outfitters] was so that I
could have a family, just like my
mom opened her store and had a
family,” Stonecipher said.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
students. NNB serves Midtown
and its surrounding community.
To report your community news,
call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at
nnbnews.com

Saturday, June 18 - The Juneteenth Family Festival.
“Celebrating Freedom,” Campbell Park, & Community
Center, 601 - 14th Street South, St. Petersburg,10 a.m. to
6 p.m. The Juneteenth Family Festival is one of St.
Petersburg's annual events for celebrating freedom for
African-Americans. Each year we celebrate our freedom
and the end of slavery at this festival. The event is cosponsored by the City of St. Petersburg. The main
purpose of the festival is to recognize achievements and
to educate the public. We make learning fun! The festival
demonstrates citizens' and city officials' commitment to
preserve freedom, justice, and equality in our city. The
event is open to the public. All ages are welcome to
attend. Vendors at the festival and other local merchants
realize the economic benefits from festival attendees. Visit
www.juneteenth-stpete.org for more information.
Saturday and Sunday, June 18-19 - You won’t need a
saltwater fishing license anywhere in Florida during the
weekend of June 18-19. “We hope the public will take
advantage of the license-free fishing weekend and
reconnect with fishing,” said Nick Wiley, FWC executive
director. “Florida is the fishing capital of the world, and
there is no better time than now to enjoy our many natural
resources.” For more information about saltwater
fishing or the license-free fishing weekend, visit
www.myfwc.com/fishing or www.fishingcapital.com.

2011 SUMMER YOUTH CAMP
Field Trips - Activities
Guest Speakers - And More
Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
June 13 - August 12
1137 37th St.S.,St.Petersburg,FL
(727) 321-0670 or (727) 896-9208
Breakfast,Lunch &Snack Included!
Coordinated Child Care Accepted
Weekly Fee:$50.00

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COQEBS

COMMUNITY NEWS

continued from front page
High, Lakewood High and
Jamerson Elementary did show
improvement from the results
shown on the standardized
Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT). She
advised that the new tougher
math requirements did present a
challenge for students taking the
Algebra 1 portion of the test, but
administrators are looking at
ways to implement other learning
techniques to help students
prepare for next years testing
period.
“We have seen an increase of
more black students enrolled in
advanced placement and dual
enrollment classes,” Janssen
expressed.
In addition to academic
improvements the district is also
being monitored for the rates of
discipline as it relates to black
students and attorney Escarraz
reported that recent statistical data
indicates improvement in that
area too.
“In regards to the Bradley vs.
Pinellas School Board, the
Memorandum of Understanding

(MOU) data s h o ws g reat
improvement with regards to discipline,” Escarraz said. He also
highlighted that there is more
effective communication between
the school board and the plaintiffs
and expressed excitement about
progress in that five-school board
members along with the superintendent attended this session,
which was not the experience just
a year ago. The five school board
members in attendance included
Terry Krassner, Robin Wikle,
Lew Williams, Peggy O’Shea,
and Linda Lerner.
According to Goliath Davis,
the school board is also working
collaboratively with The
Learning Village Corporation, a
new organization with which
Davis is affiliated. This corporation is set up to provide a one stop
center for applicants desiring to
increase charter school seats in
the county. Currently the group is
waiting for an appraisal for
Southside Fundamental School as
a site for the corporation.
“We’re working collaboratively with University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus,
the PCSD administrators and
COQEBS on a host of issues,

mainly to increase the opportunity of African-American children
attending USF,” Davis said.
“We’re not working adversely,
but working collaboratively with
the PCSD to help our students,”
he added.
Davis announced that Julie
Wong has been named associate
vice chancellor for student affairs
on the USF St. Petersburg
Campus. Wong comes from the
University of Colorado at
Boulder. In her position with USF,
Wong will oversee areas such as
student organizations, student
government, multicultural affairs,
civic engagement, leadership
development and financial aid.
Gibbs High School graduate
and president of the 2011 class,
Keonna Welch, presented a
special graduation message to the
group and confirmed that
working together can bring about
positive change.
“Don’t buy into statistics,
because despite the negative stats
that were assigned to Gibbs,
we’re here,” Welch said. “For
everyone that said Gibbs is not,
Gibbs is. It’s not where you start,
it’s where you finish that counts,”
she added.

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Ira Aldridge

Ira Frederick Aldridge
(July 24, 1807 New York City –
7 August 1867 ¸ódê, Poland)
was an American stage actor
who made his career largely on
the London stage. He is the
only actor of African-American
descent among the 33 actors of
the English stage with bronze
plaques at the Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre at Stratfordupon-Avon.
Born in New York City to
Reverend Daniel and Luranah
Aldridge July 24, 1807,
Aldridge went to the African
Free School when he was 13 in
New York City. His early
“education” in theater included
viewing plays from the high
balcony of the Park Theatre,
New York's leading theater of
the time.
Aldridge's first professional
acting experience was in the
early 1820s with the company
associated with the African
Grove, where he debuted as
Rolla in Pizzaro; he went on to
play Shakespeare's Romeo and
later became a rather famous
Hamlet.
Charles Mathews famously
imitated and parodied the
African Grove's star James
Hewlett performing Hamlet in
a performance Mathews called
“The African Tragedian” (part
of a larger worked titled “A

Trip To America”). Aldridge
would later gain fame by
claiming to be “The African
Tr a g e d i a n ” o n w h o m t h e
performance was based.
According to Bernth Lindfors,
professor of English and
African literatures at the
University of Texas, Mathews
went to the African Theater and
invited Hewlett do a private
performance for him, and then
invented a story about a black
actor butchering Shakespeare.
In Mathews' parody, Hewlett
spoke the line “…and by
opposing end them…” as
“…and by opossum end
them…,” leading to a rendition
of “Opossum Up A Gum Tree,”
the de facto anthem of AfricanAmericans at the time.
Aldridge denied that this had
actually occurred during his
performances at the African
Grove; according to Eric Lott,
he actually borrowed the joke
back from Mathews at a later
date and made exactly that transition from Hamlet to the
popular song.
Confronted with the persistent disparagement and harassment that black actors had to
endure in the United States,
Aldridge emigrated to England,
where he became a dresser to
the British actor Henry Wallack.
According to Shane White,
author of the book “Stories of
Freedom in Black New York,”
the only American stage anyone
in England had ever heard of at
this time was the stage that
Mathews had performed, and
Aldridge associated himself
with that. Bernth Lindfors says,
“When Aldridge starts

appearing on the stage at the
Royalty Theatre, he’s just called
a gentleman of color. But when
he moves over to the Royal
Coburg, he’s advertised in the
first playbill as the American
Tragedian from the African
Theater New York City. The
second playbill refers to him as
‘The African Tragedian.’ So
everybody goes to the theater
expecting to laugh because this
is the man they think Mathews
saw in New York City.” Instead
Aldridge performed scenes
from Othello that stunned
reviewers. According to a
monograph written by Herbert
Marshall at Southern Illinois
University, one critic wrote “In
Othello (Aldridge) delivers the
most difficult passages with a
degree of correctness that
surprises the beholder.” He
gradually progressed to larger
roles; by 1825, he had top
billing at London's Coburg
Theatre as Oronoko in “A
Slave's Revenge,” soon to be
followed by the role of Gambia
in “The Slave” and the title role
of Shakespeare's “Othello.” He
also played major roles in plays
such as “The Castle Spectre”
and “The Padlock” and played
several roles of specifically
white characters, including
Captain Dirk Hatteraick and
Bertram in Rev. R. C. Maturin's
“Bertram,” the title role in
Shakespeare's “Richard III,”
and Shylock in “The Merchant
of Venice.”
In 2002, scholar Molefi
Kete Asante listed Ira Aldridge
on his list of 100 Greatest
African-Americans.
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ENTERTAINMENT
New Tips For Crossword
And Puzzle Lovers
Who You Foolin’… You Ain’t
Foolin’Nobody! A Musical
Tribute to Frank Williams III
On Sunday, May 22 at the Gibbs High
School Grand Theatre, I learned that local jazz
icon Frank Williams III oftentimes would
speak the funny statement in this column’s title
to certain band students. You see, Williams
wouldn’t allow his band students to “fake it”
… he wanted all of his students to perform
correctly and perfectly!
That’s the kind of music teacher Williams
was and still is, however, he no longer is a
teacher the Pinellas County school system.
Williams retired several months ago.
However, he continues to instruct students in
the Ruth Eckerd Jazz Youth Band, and other
special musical programs. Williams’retirement from the Pinellas County school system
is what Sunday, May 22 was all about.
Jeanne W. Reynolds, Supervisor, Pre K-12
Performing Arts, Pinellas County Schools
made a statement describing Williams that is
succinct but says it all … “Frank Williams is
an extraordinary musician and a passionate,
magical teacher. He has lived out Gandhi’s
exhortation to be the change you wish to see in
the world. For 30 years, he inspired his Boca
Ciega High School students to be better than
they believed they could be. They did not dare
let him down. Frank has transformed the lives
of thousands of students, teachers and colleagues, as well as, literally saving the lives of
more than a few. The legacies of Frank
Willaims will inspire Pinellas County students
and teachers for years to come.”
On this special day of “Tribute” Williams
was completely surprised. Somehow, friends
and family were able to keep the event a secret
… you know how difficult that is! His friend
and sometime musical collaborator Robert W.
Smith welcomed the more than 300 plus
friends and family and managed to keep their
interest for close to an hour until Williams was
brought into the theatre.
The audience remained perfectly quiet
during the last three minutes … and then,
Williams was escorted to the stage, and you
could see the surprised expression on
Williams’ face. What a wonderful feeling it
was to have been present at this special event
witnessing admiration directed to a man who
deserved every single expression of honor and

respect intended for him. Savoring every
moment of this special tribute were family
members, wife and high school sweetheart
Paulette Williams III, high school senior and
jazz band pianist daughter Kamilah Williams,
and sons Frank (IV) and Gregory Williams.
The program included performances by
the Williams Jazz Trio comprised of local jazz
pianist Stan Hunter and Williams’musically
talented sons, namesake Frank (IV) and
Gregory Williams. Frank (IV) is a
Washington, DC jazz drummer and a member
of the Grammy nominated Michael Thomas
Quintet. Gregory performs on bass with
Wynton Marsalis, Delfayeo Marsalis, Elvin
Jones and many others. Both sons have
numerous CDs to their credit.
Jazz performances were presented by the
Frank T. Williams III All-Star Jazz Ensemble
with Bob Barfield, Conductor. Williams’
former student Mike Roylance, now Principal
Tubist for the Boston Symphony Orchestra
performed a special solo from “Teutonic
Tales” composed by friend Robert W. Smith.
Following intermission, the Frank T.
Williams III Alumni & Friends Concert Band
also performed. Family members contributed
special remarks at the end of the program, and
a Michael Masser/Linda Creed duet musically
sang the beautiful song “The Greatest Love of
All.” There was a reception afterwards,
including a jam session with friends, family,
colleagues and students.
Frank Williams III is a personal friend and
a person who I genuinely admire, respect and
hold in high esteem. Ours has been a relationship that has expanded with time, since we
both enjoy working with young people in the
field of jazz. Congratulations Frank and
continued success during your years of retirement!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

(STATEPOINT) Like
baseball and pie-eating
contests, crossword puzzles
and word searches have long
been a popular pastime across
America. And recently,
Sudoku has added to the fun.
Moreover, research has
shown that puzzles can help
you stay mentally fit. So
they’re not only enjoyable, but
good for you too.
If you’re looking to
improve your puzzle skills, or
simply seeking a new healthy
addiction, here are some
helpful tips to navigate the
challenging world of puzzles:
Crosswords
First, read through all the
clues, filling in what you’re
sure of as you go. Often the
fill-in-the-blanks clues are the
easiest (e.g., “American as
apple ___”). With time, you’ll
also learn some of the more
common repeating answers,
such as “etui” for a lady’s
handbag.
Next, go through and fill in
any words ending in “s” or
“ed,” based on the clues. So as
not to worry about making
mistakes, use an erasable pen,
such as Pilot’s new FriXion

Ball gel pen, which lets you
clean up any errors and rework your answers so they’re
all in-sync without any messy
eraser shavings. Be careful as
you erase, as newspaper can be
a little tricky.
Sudoku
Sudoku puzzles, which use
numbers instead of words,
have been shown to increase
reasoning and logic. Anumber
of other games that encourage
logic and reasoning, like
Battleship and BrainQuest, can
help you “cross-train.” The
trick to Sudoku mastery is to
write down possible solutions
instead of trying to keep them
all in your head.
Jot down all possible
numbers for a box in the corner
of the box, then scan across
rows and columns. For
example, if 5 and 7 are likely
possibilities for two boxes in a
row, scan each column to see if
either number has already been
used. Don’t fret over making a
mess with notes in each box —
an erasable pen can let you
clean up your work before
showing your friends your
impressive feats of logical
reasoning.

Word Searches
Word searches aren’t as
popular as they used to be, but
they’re still fun and challenging. Start by reviewing all the
words on the search list, but
then focus on finding only one
word — if you find others
along the way, that’s fine, but
don’t try to find them all at
once.
It’s often easier to see
words that crossover one
another if you use a highlighter
instead of a pen to circle
words. For example, FriXion
Light erasable highlighters let
you find words easily with
their bright fluorescent ink, but
erase your missteps just as
effortlessly.
Start by searching for the
first letter of each word and
seeing if the second letter is
adjacent. If you’re really stuck,
look for unusual letters, such
as “Q” or “X,” or unusual combinations, such as double
letters like “tt” or “ll.”
Most of all, remember to
have fun! Puzzles can help
elevate your IQ, but they
shouldn’t make your blood
pressure rise!

Jennifer Hudson to Release
Weight Loss Memoir
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AFROAMERICAN NEWSPAPERS
WASHINGTON DC Singer-actress Jennifer
Hudson is set to release a tell-all
memoir
chronicling
her
dramatic weight loss, according
to USA Today.
The 29-year-old “American
Idol” finalist, Grammy winning
singer, and Academy Award
winning actress shed nearly 80
pounds, reducing her dress size
from 16 to 6 during the past year,

with help from Weight Watchers.
“I have to throw my clothes
up on the canopy of the bed
because I don't have any space in
the drawers or the closet,”
Hudson said of the wardrobe
revisions forced by the weight
change during an appearance on
“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” in
February. “I've taken over the
bedroom, the guest room, and
now I'm throwing stuff on top of
the canopy.”
Her book, which has yet to
be titled, is scheduled for release
early next year by Dutton

Publishing, a Penguin Group
USA imprint.
The memoir will not only
detail Hudson’s journey to drop
the pounds, but her experience
“growing up in an environment
where healthy living was not a
priority,” according to a Dutton
press release.
“Hudson wants to inspire
anyone coping with weight
issues, share some of her own
best tips for losing and maintaining weight loss, fitting in
exercise and keeping it fun and
much more."
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To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
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Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
After Finals Failure,
Where Do Heat Go From Here?

Dwyane Wade

BY TIM REYNOLDS
MIAMI (AP) - There were
seven seconds left in the NBA
season and the Dallas Mavericks
were already beginning their
championship celebration when
LeBron James started slowly
walking toward Dwyane Wade,
his right hand outstretched.
A quick embrace, and with
that, the off season began.
For the Miami Heat, it’s time
to regroup.
Changing locales did not bring
immediate change to the ultimate
outcome for James, whose eighth
NBA season and first in Miami
ended the same way as the
previous seven in Cleveland
without a championship. He took
a swipe at those who criticized
him and the Heat not long
afterward, saying the quality of
their lives will not improve
because he failed to win a title.
Truth is, without that ring, he
won’t reach the stratosphere he’s
longed for, either.
“There’s no distractions that
can stop me from trying to chase
an NBA championship,” James
said Sunday night, after the final
game.
No, but something always
seems to stop him from winning
one.
In 2007, his first finals appearance was a sweep against San
Antonio, a team that was simply
better. This time, the Heat had the
home-court edge, were widely

perceived as favorites and came
into the finals flying high after
needing only 11 games to get past
Boston and Chicago.
Then, thud.
A Game 1 win was followed
by a Game 2 collapse, and the
series was never really the same
again as Dallas won four of the
final five contests.
“It was a memorable season,
in terms of a group of guys
coming together for a common
goal to sacrifice a lot of things that
they’re comfortable with,” Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “It was
a hard-working, lunch-pail-typementality group that came to work
every day to try to chase down this
dream. There’s an emptiness when
you don’t reach your goal. There’s
nothing we can say right now that
will make that pain go away.
Maybe it’s as simple as it being a
rite of passage before we have to
move on and take the next step.”
So where to begin, then?
James said Sunday night that
he’ll spend the summer getting
better. Wade expressed the same
sentiments. Changes will be made
to the roster at some point, with
the Heat looking to upgrade at
point guard, center, the bench or
all of the above. And whenever
next season begins, be it October
or delayed by a lockout, James
and the Heat will face the same
situation they did in the season’s
final game: Win or bust.
“The more time we get to
think about it and think about how
close an opportunity we had, it
will burn inside of us as competitors,” Wade said. “At the end of
the day, it will drive us to get back
in this position again. So we
understand that our goal is to win
a championship. We wasn’t able to
accomplish that year one. But this
ain’t the end of the Miami Heat.
We’ll use this as motivation and
come back and try to do it again.”
On Monday morning, the
NBA finals signage was still
affixed to the sides of Miami’s

home arena. People milled about,
taking photos of the video board
that showed images of Wade,
James and Chris Bosh on a loop,
along with the Heat playoff logo.
Inside the team store, a couple
fans picked through piles of what
souvenirs remained, one bringing
in a newspaper ad which ran in
error announcing that Heat championship gear would be on sale at
a department store.
All seemed normal, except
there was no game. No practice.
No parade. No party.
And no end in sight to when
all that might change for the Heat
franchise, either.
“For whatever reason,” Heat
forward and co-captain Udonis
Haslem said, “it just wasn’t our
time.”
James said the same on
Twitter as Sunday night turned
into Monday morning. From the
moment he said he was joining the
Heat in that ill-conceived ESPN
special last July, everything James
says has been dissected in
multiple ways. Earlier in these
finals, he was asked if he feels like
he can’t win in the court of public
opinion.
“I did win,” James said.
Not where it counts most, he
didn’t. In the finals, he was
Miami’s third-leading scorer at
17.8 points per game, behind
Wade and Bosh. He scored a total
of 18 points in the fourth quarters
of the six games. Down the stretch
on Sunday, fans pleaded with him
to do more, especially in one
stretch where he would catch the
ball and immediately pass to
someone else, instead of attacking
on his own.
“I think a lot of it has been
unfair,” Haslem said. “He is a
great player. People have been
looking to go at him ever since he
came to Miami. Every little thing
was magnified and blown up.
Regardless of what anybody says,
one thing you can’t take away
from him is he is the best player in

the NBA, hands down. Say what
you want to say. People that
complain know it, they just don’t
want to say it so they look for
things to point out.
“He’s the best player in the
NBA and all of the people that
complain wish that he was on their
team.”
But when Miami held a party
to announce the signing of the Big
Three, it invited more scrutiny.
When Bosh stopped on his
way to the locker room doubling
over, crying and overcome by
emotion after Sunday’s loss it was
perceived as weakness.
“There’s no hiding,” Bosh
said. “In the NBA you play a
series, best of seven games,
usually the better team is going to
win. So we’ve got a lot of work to
do. We have to go back to the
drawing board. It hurts to come
this far and come up short.”
That hurt will carry now, for
months.
Dallas will have its parade
soon, the league will likely begin a
lockout when the collective bargaining agreement expires on June
30, and after next week’s draft the
Heat may not have much in the
way of official business to conduct
for some time.
James said he’ll be back in the
gym before long. Even a two-time
MVP’s game He knows he needs
to develop more, whether that’s
through better post skills or
midrange shooting or whatever.
Wade won’t wait very long before
starting to move his vision toward
2012, either. And Spoelstra
sounded Sunday night like he’s
eager to move past the pain of
watching Dallas celebrate on his
team’s floor.
“Sometimes, as tough as it is
to admit, sometimes you get beat
by a team that it was their time,”
Spoelstra said. “And that will be a
tough thing for us to swallow, this
emptiness that we’ll feel now
during the off season. It will be a
tough pill for all of us.”

Ohio State Head:
Football Troubles
Are Temporary
BY JULIE CARR
SMYTH
COLUMBUS, OH
(AP) - Ohio State University
President E. Gordon Gee
told the institution’s largest
graduating class that a
scandal in its celebrated
football program is “but a
temporary condition.”
As Gee opened commencement festivities
Sunday for a record 9,700
graduates and about 40,000
family and friends inside
Ohio Stadium, he made a
veiled reference to the controversy.
“Let me acknowledge
on this day of celebration, in
this cathedral of triumph
and hope, that many
Buckeye hearts are heavy,”
Gee said. “On rare
occasion, this great grand
building has been home to
disappointment and tumult.
That is but a temporary
condition.”
Commencement
speaker John Boehner, the
speaker of the U.S. House,
did not mention the issue.
The university is
grappling with the
departure of football coach
Jim Tressel and star quarterback Terrelle Pryor amid an
NCAA investigation into
players’ trading of signed
equipment, championship
rings and other memorabilia
to a tattoo-parlor owner for
cash and discounted tattoos.
Gee assured tens of
thousands of alumni and
supporters of the university,
as well as its new graduates,
that things will improve.
Evoking the memories of
great Ohio State athletes of
the past, including football’s
Archie Griffin and track
Olympian Jesse Owens, he
said: “Let no one harbor any
doubt that the history of this
place is enduring and sustaining. Ohio Stadium

stands today as it will ever
more.”
The crowd roared and
tooted horns.
Tressel’s 10-year Ohio
State coaching career ended
in disgrace in May when he
stepped down for breaking
NCAA rules.
He knew players
received cash and tattoos
for autographs, championship rings and equipment
and did not tell anyone at
Ohio State or the NCAA for
more than nine months.
NCAA rules and Tressel’s
contract specify that he
must disclose any and all
information about possible
violations.
Pryor announced
Tuesday he would give up
his senior season with the
Buckeyes in the midst of the
probe, which had already
led to a five-game suspension for him.
Fans and alumni have
criticized Gee’s handling of
the scandal since the memorabilia sales first came to
light in December. His
office received emails questioning the decision to
suspend five players,
including Pryor, for five
games but allow them to
play in the Sugar Bowl.
At a March 8 news conference, Gee was asked
whether he’d considered
firing Tressel. He
responded: “No, are you
kidding? Let me just be
very clear: I’m just hopeful
the coach doesn’t dismiss
me.”
Gee was joined on the
stage Sunday by the university’s board of trustees,
which has ultimate hiring
and firing power over him.
He appeared chipper as
the university celebrated its
biggest academic moment
of the year, posing for photographs and shaking
students’ hands.

Jeff Gordon Wins For 5th Time At Pocono

Jeff Gordon’s car

BY DAN GELSTON
LONG POND, PA (AP) Jeff Gordon is pushing 40, far
removed from the cocky kid
who shot to superstardom and
helped put NASCAR on the
mainstream map.
At any age, Gordon still
knows how to win.
Don’t put the rocking chair
on the front porch quite yet. Not
when Gordon still burns out
near the finish line, stamps his
name alongside the sport’s
greats in the record book, and
believes a fifth Cup championship is a realistic goal.
Gordon moved into a tie for
third on NASCAR’s Sprint Cup
career victories list, winning for
the 84th time when he took the
checkered flag Sunday at
Pocono Raceway. His 84 wins

tie him with Bobby Allison and
Darrell Waltrip for most in Cup
history, and he tied Bill Elliott
with five wins on the 21/2-mile
triangle track.
“There’s no doubt, I’m
blown away with what I’ve
accomplished,” Gordon said.
It’s a career for the ages and
the aged.
Gordon won in February at
Phoenix International Raceway
and has multiple victories in a
season for the first time since
2007. Gordon’s victory at
Phoenix ended his drought at 66
races without a win. This 11race winless stretch was just a
blip compared to that miserable
skid.
Gordon used to not drive
more than a month without a
win. He reached double-digit
victories in three straight
seasons (1996-98) and seemed a
lock to hit 100 victories by 35
and put himself behind only
Richard Petty on the all-time
list.
Petty leads with 200 wins
and David Pearson is second
with 105.
Gordon’s won races with a
mustache and a mullet, and his

hair tinged with a touch of gray.
He won them as the most feared
driver on the planet in the ‘90s,
then sporadically in recent
years. He celebrated as a
“Rainbow Warrior” and a
family man.
This victory was a bit more
special for Gordon, who turns
40 in August. His first order of
business once he hopped out of
the car was a kiss from his
daughter, Ella.
Gordon’s wife and two
children are his greatest gift.
But the pairing he needed
most was with Hendrick
Motorsports crew chief Alan
Gustafson. Team owner Rick
Hendrick’s off season decision
to shake up his organization has
proved an overall success for
the organization he also placed
Jimmie Johnson and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. in the top-six at
Pocono. Gordon and Gustafson
have the No. 24 Chevrolet in
fantastic shape for a spot in the
Chase for the championship.
Gordon is known in the
sport as “Four-Time” because of
the Cup titles he won in 1995,
1997, 1998, and 2001. Wins
have been harder to get for

Gordon as his career stretches
into its 20th season. He posted
winless seasons in 2008 and
2010 and, even in the years he
qualified for the Chase, was
never a true threat to bring
home the title.
“We were living at the peak
of the mountain there for a
number of years,” Gordon said.
“It was awesome. When you’re
there, you know you’re going to
get knocked off eventually. You
can’t always stay on top.”
Johnson, once his protege
and late-night running buddy,
surpassed Gordon and has won
the last five championships.
The race on the mountaintop belonged to Gordon.
Gordon entered the race
having led a record 918 laps at
Pocono Raceway. He added 39
to the total Sunday.
“When you see what he’s
done in his career, not just this
decade, not just in the 2000’s,
but all the way back to the ‘90s,
he’s a true legend in this sport,”
Kurt Busch said.
Busch, the polesitter, was
second and Kyle Busch third.
Kyle’s Busch fun was shortlived. NASCAR announced his

No. 18 Toytota failed postrace
inspection because the left-front
end was too low. His car will be
taken to NASCAR’s research
and development center.
Johnson and Kevin Harvick
rounded out the top five.
Earnhardt continued his rebirth
with a sixth-place finish. It
capped a great day for Hendrick
Motorsports first, fourth and
sixth.
Gordon first won at Pocono
in 1996. He won again in 1997
and 1998, then a rain-shortened
race in 2007.
He was helped Sunday once
some of the early contenders
fell off. Denny Hamlin, who led
early and has four wins here, ran
into tire woes and dropped back
to 19th. Carl Edwards lost his
grip on the points lead his 40point lead was sliced to six
when a bad engine knocked him
out early. He finished 37th.
Once those two were out of
contention, the 500-mile race
belonged to Gordon. The Busch
brothers tried to catch him, but
just didn’t have enough in the
end.
“I’m giving it all I’ve got
and I just can’t close the gap,”

Kurt Busch said.
Gordon hit a rough patch
after his Phoenix victory
including a 36th at Las Vegas
and a 39th at Richmond but a
change in the Chase format this
year put an added emphasis on
wins. That stamps Gordon as a
contender for that fifth title.
He’s in great shape thanks
to regular workouts after a
creaky back a few years ago
made him consider retirement.
Gordon still has the fire to
compete and poked fun at all the
questions that made it seem like
the end was near.
When all the pieces are in
place, Gordon feels, ``I’m as
good as I’ve ever been.’’
“The things that we’ve
talked about and believe in are
starting to come true,” Gordon
said.
Gordon was behind the
wheel this week for the 2-hour
drive from his New York City
apartment to the Poconos.
He said he loves it any time
he can get himself to the track.
No doubt, he loves it even
more when he can park in
Victory Lane.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2011

9

STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
MacDill Air Force Base
Allocated Funds For Expansion
WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
announced that $15.2 million is
allocated for infrastructure
expansion at MacDill Air Force
Base, a construction initiative
that will create and maintain jobs
in the Tampa Bay area. The
money is designated in the fiscal
year 2012 Military Construction/
VA Appropriations bill, which
the House of Representatives is
expected to vote on today.
MacDill Air Force Base is
one of the most significant
economic engines and employers
in the Tampa Bay region.
MacDill’s economic impact is
nearly $3 billion annually, and
thousands of reservist, active
duty military and civilian

TOYOTA

continued from front page
planned to reach out directly to
NNPA’s publishers in an effort to
bypass the organization’s leadership and speak directly to the
organization’s member newspapers, an unprecedented move
which clearly violates protocol.
In an attempt to defend the
letter Mike Michels, Toyota
spokesperson stated, “We communicate with advertising media
directly all of the time, so a communication to a variety of news
media one kind or another I don’t
think is unusual. The discussion
with NNPA chairman and his
negotiating team hasn’t had a satisfactory outcome certainly for
NNPA. And so the purpose of the
communication was to express
our commitment to the AfricanAmerican community and to
reiterate that while it’s being said
that we don’t have a commitment
we do indeed. Long story short,
we wanted the members to know
our side of the story.”
Bakewell responded, “I wish
him good luck but I don’t think
that our publishers will break rank
with me, after all we’re smarter
than that. That’s what Toyota
executives don’t give us credit
for. We know all too well the
history of the Willie Lynch
syndrome to divide and conquer.”
Peggy Hunt, publisher of the
Tri-County Sentry in California
said that she was very offended
by Colon’s suggestion that she
break rank and not follow the
strong and unwavering leadership of NNPA’s Chairman
Bakewell.
“Mr. Colon wouldn’t and
isn’t going to get us to break rank
and support Toyota,” commented
Hunt. “I was in the meeting
when Mr. Colon committed to a
partnership with NNPA and he
has clearly broken his word. For
Mr. Colon to then come back to
the table with a drastically
different proposal offering us less
than what we agreed upon while
excluding prior conversations
regarding an annual advertising
schedule with black newspapers
directed
towards
black
consumers shows that he and
Toyota are taking the black press
for granted.”
“I am not surprised at
Toyota’s lack of commitment,”
said Walter Smith. “Toyota has a
long history of insulting and
ignoring African-Americans. In
1985, the Prime Minister of
Japan, Yasuhiro Nakasone, said
that Japan was more intelligent
than countries like the United
States because they didn’t have a
lot of blacks, Puerto Ricans, and

workers are assigned to the base.
The Special Operations Forces
Acquisition Center is being built
for U.S. Special Operations
Command, which is headquartered at MacDill. The money will
be used toward the second phase
of construction.
“Investing in infrastructure
means creating and sustaining
local construction jobs,” Castor
said. “At the same time, we are
ensuring that America’s Special
Operations forces have the tools,
resources and facilities they need
to operate at the highest level and
protect our nation.”
The Military Construction/
VA Appropriations Bill also
f u n d s t h e Ve t e r a n s
Administration to provide quality

medical care and benefits to
veterans.
“Directing resources to the
VA will help improve the quality
of life for veterans and families
throughout the nation and particularly at the James A. Haley
Veterans Hospital in Tampa.
Haley is the busiest of the polytrauma facilities in the nation,”
Castor said. “Our veterans served
our country with pride and
dignity and now deserve the very
best medical care.”
Castor is serving a second
term on the House Armed
Services Committee, a position
she sought so she could focus on
providing troops, their families
and veterans with the resources
they need.

Mexicans. He felt that ethnic
minorities were low level and
brought the intelligence quota
down, an unforgivable statement.
So what Toyota is doing with the
NNPA is of no surprise to me.”
Currently, Toyota’s spends
$1.6 billion annually advertising
in America of which $20 million
is spent in total in black media,
including radio, print, television,
a nd digital ad v ert i s i n g .
However, Bakewell pointed out,
the media Toyota uses to reach
black people is not always black
owned even though Toyota
claims to spend $20 million with
black-owned media.
Burrell Communications,
Toyota’s advertising agency of
record for the African-American
market has repeatedly claimed
that Toyota’s commitment to
diversity is reflected in their partnerships with many highly
respected minority organizations
throughout the country.
And while calls to Burrell’s
Co-CEO Fay Ferguson were not
returned, Toyota’s James Colon
was quick to point out in his letter
to NNPA’s publishers that
through partnerships with black
organizations, Toyota has
demonstrated their commitment
to black people.
Bakewell says that given the
$2.2 billion spent by black
consumers with Toyota, he’s
issuing a challenge to Toyota
regarding the amount of money
they spend with national black
civil
rights
organizations
including the NAACP, Rainbow
PUSH, National Action
Ne twork, Nat i o n al Urb an
League, UNCF, NCNW and
others. A good start for Toyota
would be to give each of these
orga niza tions $ 3 m i l l i o n ,
annually. They do the business of
defending and enhancing the
quality of life for AfricanAmericans and our communities
and they shouldn’t have to do that
on a shoestring budget.
Ben Jealous, president of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
said, “The NAACP supports
Chairman Bakewell and the
NNPA. We hope Toyota will see
the value in partnering with the
black press every year. They are
our most trusted publications.”
Many of NNPA’s publishers
were shocked at the audacity of
Toyota to bypass their elected
chairman and leader, a move
many say illustrates the disrespect that Toyota has for AfricanAmericans.
“It was very disrespectful to
contact our membership directly
and not go through our leadership
which he [Colon] had been in

constant contact with,” said
Michael House, Publisher of the
Chicago Defender and Chair of
t h e N N PA M a r k e t i n g
C o m m i t t ee. “F o r h i m t o
disregard our leadership and our
chairman and try to go to our
publishers directly was disrespectful in the sense that it speaks
to the old ‘divide and conquer.’
Trying to reach out to our membership individually was wrong,
especially after our elected leadership had already spoken for our
members.”
“ N N PA i s u n i f i e d , ”
co m m en t ed M o l l i e B el t ,
publisher of the Dallas Examiner.
“We communicate with nearly 20
million black people every week.
We have the trust and respect of
the black community. We are the
voice of black people and for
Toyota to go around our elected
leadership directly to our
members shows a huge sign of
disrespect. That would be like
NNPA going over Toyota’s
Am eri can rep res en t at i v es
directly to Mr. Toyoda in Japan.”
NNPA chairman Bakewell
says that he plans to call on the
chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus to request hearings
regarding Toyota’s relationship
and business practices with the
African-American community.
“And we will attempt to get a
m e e t i n g w i t h To y o t a ’s
Chairman,” said Bakewell “…
including going to Japan if
necessary. So if Jim Colon wants
to play that game we can play it
too. We will ask the Chairman of
the Congressional Black Caucus
to lead a delegation of black
newspaper publishers and leaders
to Japan so that we can speak
directly to Toyota’s leadership.”
“Black newspapers are tried,
true, and trusted when it comes to
black people in America,” said
Bakewell. “We are the gatekeepers for reaching black people.
Ford and GM understand that, as
do other corporations like AT&T
and Wells Fargo. When corporations want and need to reach the
African-American consumer
they see black newspapers as the
vehicle through which to reach
black people. Toyota needs to
stop trivializing the power the of
the black press and understand
that all we want is for Toyota to
give black people the same kind
of respect and reciprocity that
they give their white consumers.”
“We will not let up or relent
until Toyota does right by our
people and I am not alone. I am
200 black newspaper publishers
strong, with the support of 19.8
million weekly readers throughout America,” stated Chairman
Bakewell on behalf of the NNPA.

Education Conference
Focuses On Males
BY STARLA MUHAMMAD
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE FINAL CALL
CHICAGO - Effective
schools for the education, cultivation and development of
black boys must have a
creative environment, offer
discipline and teachers fueled
with a passion to motivate
students.
These points among others
were major themes discussed
at the Black Star Project’s
National Conference on
Educating Black Males.
More than 250 predominately
black,
educators,
parents, and school administrators from across the country
gathered not just to discuss the
failure of many American
schools in educating black
males nor to lament on the
horrible national statistics of
how many black males fail to
graduate high school.
The goal of the mid-May
conference was to begin discussing
techniques
and
methods proven to work and
move toward implementing
some of these methodologies
into more classrooms.
Fighting for the proper
education of black children is a
stand the Nation of Islam and
its patriarch, the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad sacrificed
for as early as the 1930s and
40s. Muhammad set up an
independent educational

system, Muhammad
Universities of Islam, because
he saw a void in the existing
system as it relates to black
children.
A power-packed panel of
educators shared effective
concepts and ideas at this
year’s one-day Black Star
Project seminar. Presenters
included author and scholar
D r. J a w a n z a K u n j u f u ;
president and founder of
Providence St. Mel Paul J.
Adams III; nationally certified
psychologist and activist Umar
Abdullah Johnson; and author
and associate professor Dr.
Alfred W. Tatum.
“There is a relationship
between self-esteem and
academic excellence,” shared
Kunjufu, author of 32 books,
including “Reducing the Black
Male Drop Out Rate” and
“Understanding Black Male
Learning Styles.”
When black children are
taught their culture and history
it makes a difference said,
Kunjufu. Teaching black
history all year around,
including history prior to the
Trans-Atlantic slave trade to
engage students is also
important, he added.
Teachers must understand
not only various learning
styles but also the different
learning styles between boys
and girls, several presenters
pointed out. To engage black
male students in reading, find

culturally relatable text
through poems, short stories,
and documents shared Dr.
Tatum, a reading specialist.
“Black boys do not
become better readers with
pep talks … they’ve been peptalked out,” Tatum told the
audience.
“For students who have
trouble with reading there is a
tendency to turn down the
volume of text or expose them
to less,” said the associate
professor at the University of
Illinois
and
author
of
“Teaching Reading to Black
Adolescent Males: Closing the
Achievement Gap.” The text
must be essential and useful to
them and not required just
because it is on their reading
level said Tatum.
Tatum is also director of
the UIC Reading Clinic and
hosts an annual AfricanAmerican Adolescent Male
Summer Literacy Institute.
To increase reading comprehension, have students
describe or draw an image of
what they read or ask them
what they liked or disliked
about certain pages in the text
he suggested.
Several of the strategies
and concepts presented at the
conference have roots based in
the teaching of the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad such as
separate classrooms or schools
for boys and girls.

Black Youth
Not Politically Inclined
BY WENDELL HUTSON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
CRUSADER
WA S H I N G T O N - A
majority of black youth are not
politically involved especially
those from low-income households, according to a yearlong
study conducted by a group of
high school students. A group
of juniors from Kenwood
Academy High School and
undergraduate and graduate
students from the University of
Chicago (U of C), both on the
South Side, collaborated on a
research project to find out
where black youth stood politically during the era of
President Barack Obama, the
nation’s first black president.
The U of C has had a longstanding relationship with
Kenwood dating back to 2001
when it started the “Program of
Academic Exploration for
High School Students,” said
Bill Harms, a spokesman for
the U of C. And, this project
titled “Black Youth & Politics
in the Age of Obama” is a
resumption of it. The study
focused on youth between the
ages 16 to 19 and looked at
other
factors,
such
as
household income and religion.

More than 100 students filled
out surveys and were then
interviewed about their
responses, said Auriel Jamison,
a Kenwood student.
“Those low-income youth
who are involved in politics do
so in a traditional way opposed
to youth from upper-income
households who participate in
non-traditional ways,” Jamison
said recently at a public presentation of the study’s results.
“We found that youth from
low-income homes felt
alienated from the government
and black youth overall felt like
second-class citizens.” An
example of traditional activity
is youth, who were eligible to
vote, actually do vote. Nontraditional activity include
students who protest in person
or through a blog or Web site.
Middle-class youth were more
non-traditional when it came to
politics, according to the study.
Religion also is a factor.
According to the study, low
income students who participated in church activities were
more inclined to be involved in
politics compared to those who
skipped church. Sonya
Malunda, associate vice
president for the Office of
Civic Engagement at the U of
C, said the project was struc-

tured as part of a course taught
weekly at Kenwood.
“This is an ongoing relationship we have with
Kenwood high school and one
that we will build upon in years
to come,” Malunda told the
Crusader. “The university is
excited to work with students
and encourage this type of local
partnership with schools and
other institutions.” In 2009,
roughly 30 Kenwood students
agreed to participate in the
study and to attend meetings at
the U of C to discuss and
analyze the pros and cons of
youth involvement in politics.
And the goal, said Cathy
Cohen, U of C. political
science professor, who also
worked with the students on
the project, was to teach
Kenwood students how to
design and implement a
research project.
“The expectation was that
by teaching young people how
to do research they could use
those skills to voice their
concerns, since youth are not
typically provided the opportunity to have their voices
included in important policy
and political discussions, even
those that impact them
directly,” added Cohen.

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

PLACE YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Countdown to Vacation
Bible School (VBS)! You don’t
want to miss this year’s VBS,
especially since we have curriculums for all ages! VBS
begins 6 p.m. June 20 with
devotion in our main sanctuary.
At the conclusion of devotion,
our VBS leaders will direct
everyone to their respective

classes. A June 25 closing
ceremony is planned. Visit our
website at: www.mzprogressive.org for more details.
Be sure to stop by Mt. Zion
Progressive’s booth at this
year’s Juneteenth Celebration
June 18 in Campbell Park.
Who Am I? Who Does God
Want Me to Be? Our One-80
Youth Ministry begins a new
teen worship series 10 a.m.
Sunday, June 19. All teens are
invited to join us in our Youth

Chapel, 921 20th St. S.
Our “Just Us Three” Ministry
sponsors a Baby Clothing
Exchange 10 a.m. Saturday,
June 25. Bring your baby’s gently
used clothing, toys and accessories to bless other moms! The
event takes place in our C.A.R.E.
Building, 1906 9th Ave. S. FMI
call 744-6086 or 452-5165.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
It is the Lord’s desire that we
love one another. In the spirit of

love and friendship, Dr. John A.
Evans and FMBC welcome all
to come grow with us.
Friendships’ Morning Worships
starts at 7:45 and 10:45 Sunday
school begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday
night at 7 as we study the book
of Hebrews, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.

The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Eastern
Florida
Youth
Congress for Churches of God
in Christ will be hosted by
Prayer Tower Church of God in
Christ where Superintendent
Clarence Welch is the pastor.
The youth will be sharing their
gifts. Everyone is welcome to
come out and enjoy the Lord

with our youth. The premusical will have youth sharing
their gifts and talents. Let’s
support our youth.
Location: 1137 37th Street
South, St Petersburg, FL
Date: June 20 - 25
Pre-Musical: June 20th at
7 p.m.

Day Sessions: 9 daily
Night Services: 7 nightly
Activities and Competitions:
Saturday, June 25 at 8 a.m.
Theme: Youth Leading the
Way Through Love and Respect
Contact: Cathy Wall at (727)
327-8958 or Darlina Herring at
(727) 418-5908.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727-896-2922

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for June
June 15-17 - District
Sunday School and BTU
Congress, Arcadia, FL
June 18 - Father’s Day

Cookout sponsored by the
women of St. Mark
June 19 - Father’s Day,
Women in Charge of Sunday
School and Morning Worship
June 26 - Celebration of
High School and College
Graduates
June 28 - July 2 - National
Convention, Little Rock, AK.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held

every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7
p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab
and Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9:00
a.m. for Sunday School and at
10:15 a.m. for worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held
Wednesday evenings, at 7:00.
We a r e c o m m i t t e d t o a
Christ-centered,
p e o p l e - centered,
teamcentered and Bible-based
ministry
with
priorities
focused on love, forgiveness,

unity, peace and growth. We
celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible - both individually and corporately, and we
communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests.
We a l s o e n c o u r a g e t h e
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. 727-321-9645.
Openings are still available
for Pathfinders Summer Camp
which began Monday, June 13
and will run through Aug.12,

Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
If you are looking for a safe
and fun place for your children
ages 5-12 years, contact Joyce
Hurst at 328-2409 or the
church office at 327-0554 for
additional information.
Upcoming Events: Bethel
in Lights on Friday Night, June
24, 6:30.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011.”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampaba
y.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Church News due
by 4:00 p.m. on Monday
of each week
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